Silt Fence

The two most common measures used on grading sites is the temporary gravel construction entrance and silt fence. Here is some brief information about both. If you have further questions
please contact the Iredell County Erosion Control Section.

Effective silt fence works
like a chain…...

GRADING
PERMITS

Temporary Gravel
Construction Entrance
The Construction entrance is one of the most
overlooked erosion control measure. It is highly
affected by traffic, and maintenance can be difficult. Maintenance should be done on a daily basis. When sediment gets tracked offsite, it is not
only a violation, but it can be a safety hazard for
motorists. Construction entrances should be installed with the proper size stone and length sufficient to catch sediment before tracking it
offsite. Crush and run stone is not an approved
size stone to be used on a site. Contact Iredell
County Erosion Control Division for further assistance.

Each link must work;
if one link fails,
the system fails
Silt fence is the most common, cost efficient
means to control sedimentation on site. It can be
very affective when placed properly on site.
Maintenance can be minimal if routine inspections
are done.

Do’s and Don’ts of
Silt Fence
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Do not install the silt fence in a ditch or drainage channel.
Do not install the silt fence to allow flows to
concentrate to a point and cause excessive
pooling against the silt fence.
Do install silt fence along contours as much as
possible to spread flows and allow sediment
to settle out.
Do not use wood-stake silt fence. It is not approved by the State guidelines, because it often breaks during installation.
Do use steel posts with the silt fence at the
proper spacing (6’ apart with no wire backing;
8’ with wire backing.)

Iredell County Planning &
Development,
Erosion Control Section
349 North Center Street
PO Box 788
Statesville, NC 28687-0788
Phone(704) 878-3127
Fax (704) 928-2025

PURPOSE: Due to an incr ease in er osion r elated
problems at individual lots and job sites, the Board
of Commissioners approved an amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance requiring grading permits for all
principal structures, with the exceptions of activities
related to farming or horticulture. A permit that was
more protective to the environment than the State’s
minimum code was required to more adequately
address erosion control during construction.
FEE: $61.80 (Residential)
$103 (Non-residential)

Grading Permits Vs. Erosion Control Permits

Which one is needed and when??
A grading permit is required prior to grading for
the construction of a residential dwelling, or a
non-residential principal structure. This also
includes areas in the jurisdictions of Statesville,
Mooresville, and Troutman. Refer to the chart
to find when an Erosion Control Permit is required.
Jurisdiction

Watershed

Grading
Limit

Inside the Watershed 0.5 acre & >
County

Statesville

Troutman

Mooresville

Outside the Watershed

1.0 acre &
>

Outside the Watershed

1.0 acre &
>

Outside the Watershed

1.0 acre &
>

Inside the Watershed

0.5 acre &
>

Outside the Watershed

1.0 acre &
>

Inside the Watershed

0.5 acre &
>

When Do I NOT Need
A Grading Permit?







Plowing
Tilling
Sowing
Gardening
Other such activities in relation to farming or
horticulture
Structures that do not require footing/ foundation inspections from the Building Inspections
Department

Who should builders contact about how to
properly install a silt fence or other erosion control measures?
Many manufacturers of these products include instructions within each roll, however, if there are
none, you can contact the Iredell County Erosion
Control Division for further assistance

Why is sediment on roads and streams a problem?
Sediment on the roads is more a safety issue for motorist, but that sediment being tracked onto the roads
eventually gets washed off the road into drainage ways
that end up in the lakes and streams. When sediment
gets into the lakes and streams it cause ecology problem such as blocking the sun preventing photosynthesis and clogging gills of aquatic life. Sediment is the
#1 pollutant of our lakes and streams.
What else should I know about the Grading
permit?
The owner/developer is responsible for stabilizing onsite erosion. The owner/developer must put up
measures necessary to prevent run-off from affecting
adjoining properties, lakes, and natural watercourses.
Who will check this or approve it?
Iredell County Building Inspectors will check residential sites when a request for inspection is made by the
applicant. This inspection is required and must happen
prior to footing/foundation inspection. Iredell County
Erosion Control Inspectors will inspect Commercial
Grading sites.
What on-site precautions should be taken?
The public should be aware that if they have any considerable slope, drainage issues, or are within close
proximity of other homes, then they should put up
measures until the construction site is stabilized.
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